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¢ This is probably 19é°
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crusty looking gentleman is Marshal of the Royal /
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Editorial

| am encouraged to start these Newsletters by readingimigsthings that delight meNo point in having a good
|l augh i f you doné6t share 1t, is there?

Two little delights thahaveattracted my attentiorfirstly, ahumble Japanese people carrier, made by Mazd
and common over t he iheir Nom ruleshare sonsevdre thabcark aveér 8 yelrdabdhave lif
or no chance of staying on the road, so a thriving export business in part used Jap boxes hasiewmdted.

deluge of Mazda Bongo Friendees on the roads around us. Note that impoxrtantr. d preswen@ that the

Chairman chose the name, and as a result nobody daretsté bui nt o screams of Areau
you crazy?0 I n Japanese s o0 c iseftfage,jobtahddife.Sowe aré lmessedeby
being able to drive behind Bongo Friendees, and rejoice that the world is a little bit of a better place as a res

The second item was that doyen of Decefi@yod Intentions, and Blind Idiocy that is the RSPB. Unable to s:
t hat ACat s k!liMagpiesanddaysskdl oug Bongbils f or f ear of a trut
membership at a stroke, they have appointed a People Engagement Officer. Oh yes, really. The outgoing o
got a gong i n t he .NkReople¥rgagendtOffidéro Whatsortsxnahiac svould want to be
called that? Actually, | would it must be wonderful to look at th#le on your office doorand at the bottom of
your letters, and laugh until youygrdelightng in that therearelunaticsaroundwho have creategdand believe in
the need for such a titl&nd actually paid you, todGreat place, Great Britain, eh?

Oh, al right, elNewslettergWhat dowe have to ollowPa have- had- found another 609
Spitfire pilot, who joired Sir Joe Atkinsonin a select group of twd! met the old chap in October, but was only
just in time. He died on 23rd Janu&®09, so his life story has hadldemovedinto the ObituariesSadly not the
only one, eitherOneespecially saddens me.

| have amarticle on wartime radios that fascinated me, as a complete lagran. b ut i tldeducedta r
from 20 to 6 pages, todhere is the StooReunion, the collection of snippets that | brilliantly thought of calling
Tale Spin in the last issueeminiscences by 609ers of their times outside the Squadle®ming News is
importanti as | type thisthe data is flowing inhot from the Middle East. Oh dear. | do the jokes as.viéilst
make them funny in the futur@h, just a minute thougtwhat followsis the big story.

A New Commanding Officer for 609 (WR) Squadron

After a few months without a properly appointed replacement for Squadron Leader Hilary \Rhdpot, the
post has been filled. Initially, it had been advertised as a very short testimgp Nobody applied! MoD brains
were severely tested, pencils were licked, dnldecame a short termoging. Oh dear, nobody applied. Big
wheelsturned, smallvheelsspun, and tiny wheels made t8de result was a three year appointmeiit) three
applicants, as | understand@he result was ra excellent selectignfrom the traditioml s our ce of
Auxiliary Air Force Squadrons a choice from within thie ranks.

Flight Lieutenant Jeffrey Metcalfe was promoted to Squadron Leadebemadhe th 25th Commanding Officer
of 609 (WR) Squadroron November 1st 2008 was really pleased for him, di&ke Blackpool Rock, he has the
|l etters 06096 Ohrbogt, hl sfoobpget that some of my
explain. Seaside tavns makeong cylindrical sweets out of rock hard sugar, and somehow manage to write
name of the town in colour throughout the entire length of the stick. Snap it jnyhalu s ee @ Bob
wherever, written in a senaircle inside. Goshthe problems that | have with multi-cultural readership!
Anyway, Jeff haghat core, and well deservesjtin thatillustrious line of leaders, begun in 1936 by (Sir) Haralc
PeakeCongratulations, Siir absolutely delighted for ygiwhe Squadrons 8t quarteicenterarian

Er, might | just add that this fawning praise has nothing, in any wagtsoeverto do with milking you
relentlessly for help, information, news, daséad anything else that | can think thlat makes my job easier.
Perish the thughtthat | should b&onsidered anything otherthanl t r ui st i c. Oh, | don



4
The Esher Trophy

I havecontinued mypursuitof this, and have an understanding of what happened to it, after 609 won it in 195

615 had it forl953 In July 1955 Wing Commander Eels of 61%fk up to Church Fenton, escorted ypr 4
other Meteors, and duly handed the Trophy over to Tommy Evdeswinners for 1955 were 500 (County of
Kent) Squadron, so 609 must have taken the Trophy, with some due ceremorgreteews00 were based the
time.

Dave Shawf ound entries in his | og books [KéntitEd.Json p7pho r
March 1956, and came back on the 18th. The only thing that | can think @frfprlike that and an overnight
stay was to take th&sherTrophy to another Squadron. There would have been at least four of us, and Big [
Shaw was CO by then. Tommy Evans had left a few months earlier.

500 Squadrondés Old Comrades Association had 1| o
daughter finally managed to contact me, and gave me the addies3 0f6 s Chai r man, Har
him a letter, and this was the result.

AAs you say, both 609 and 500 won the EsHhleutitwlsr c
never presented, for obvious reasdqnd. hadnot known befdned the third &vard raudt have |
been for 1956 as well as 1959d.] | have been told thgfThe Esher Trophyis in the ATCworld now, as some

sort of Presentation Trophy, butannot confirm this. Our last CO, S/Ldr Doug Chandler, died a few years a
Any fAPassing overo ceremonies | muigltirlinepilote mi s s ec

Our Association is very low key, with an annual dinner for a dwindlingbarmOur President, W/Cdr Jack
Hoskins, is a regulaattendee t hough he is in his 9006s! He was
have some wartime members, only one of whom makes it to the divimeh we are fortunate enough to hold in
the Oficers Mess at RAF Manston. 28 of us, including Associates and wives, will dine there on 4th Oct
2008. 0

So the Esher Trophy is possildiill doing the rounds. If anyone in the ATC world can find a way of tracking

downi | can think of someone teciaus enough, eh, Martin! it would be nice to confirm that it is still being
appreciated.

Obituaries

SergeantPilot Geoff Slayton
Dave Shaw saw hisame i n t hamd 6 § a c MiAaoeew Adsociatibnemagazinend as a result |
sought moreinformation about him. Transpires thaiGedf was the last of a line, as it were, in that his
contemporarypilots have all died, and the airmen were not sufficiently involved with hitmetable to offer
anything.These included Phil Proudley and Alan Senior.

TheS | a vy tld Goskertomaddress was incorrect, but BT Phoneboatakd them at the nearbyGosberton
Nursing HomeSylvia Slayton is not able to communicate easily, sdvagon kindly passed my request for help
to one of their daughters, Amandsheand her sister Belinda have been really, really helpful, and, as a resu
am able to do justice to the life and times of another remarkable p&rsorwas so proud of the RAF and 609,
and viceversa.

Here follows theappreciation of their fathegjiven byBelinda andAmanda at the Funeral.

AGeoffrey Slayton was an extraordinary man who lived an extraordinary life. What he achieved wa
result of hard work, courage, a questing intelligence, duty and integfigyfather left him and his familyi
the early@0s and Geoffrey left school to help support his mother. His school recognised his intellige
and helped him find a job at Barclays Bank in Pontefraith the agreement that he should take his scho
certificate whilst working there.
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In 194Q he and two friendswhilst underagevolunteeredfor the RAF as reagunnes. Everyone elss
Mother came and got them back, except for hie RAF quickly recognised he had more to ptied he
was trained as a fighter pilot and navigator. Tall, dark and devastatingly handsome, Blacky as he was
called, was sent off on a charm offensive to tour the USA and the Caribbean.

Later in the war he returned to the U&nd flew in Coastal Command. The RARd the two squadrons he
flew in- 609 and 22 squadrors - remained important to him for the rest his lifg along with the friends
he made then.

The war extended his horizqremd having metand married Sylvia, a nursevhomhe met at an RAF
dance they took the decision to move to Africheirswas a relationship that lasted for sixty yedBgbre
leaving 609, hewwed her the inside of th&pitfire cockpit She touched a buttothat led to a volley of
gunfirepassingacross Yeadon aerodromfl.wonder ifthatjogsa n y o memoresh Ed.]

Geoffrey and Sylvia spent over 30 years in Afri¢dis first post as bank manager was a mud hut with
strong roomwhere he banked gold, diamonds and ivory for traders and hunters. By the end of his ca
he was a regional director for the BanWe lived in east, west and South Afrigad in that timeve saw the
changes across the continefitom the Mau Mau uprising to the Biafran War of independehzehe
independence of the commonwealth territqréesl associated upheavals.

In the Biafran Warand wanting to keep his local and expatriate stafie he remained in the war torn
area, and was one of the last expatriates to leave the area. Arrested as a suspeaed spying had his
driver killed in front of himhe realised he must legwend escaped by canoe into the Camerodeeting
him a Heathrow we were bemused to see that the only things he had brought with him were his golf c
a smoking jacketand the family christening robe. The golf clubs were to hit crocodilesiwhin was a
poor swimmer.

Geof freyods s e nossiilitytdhis dtafftdrpve him liarcdndeitavps true to say that it cost him
physically resulting in his early retirement at the age of REtiring to Lincolnshirewhere his family came

from, Geoffrey had more time to spend with his wife, his chil@dned his grandchildren. It would also be
true to say that he became a regular patron of a number of drinking establishwieerts he was known as
Bwana Geoffreydue to his habit cdaying When | w&é i n Africa

His sense of duty ensured that hek@are of his mother for the last twenty years of her @fece she had
died there were some golden years of retirement for my pardoténg whichthey spent many winters
abroad.

Their grandchildren once again changed their lives, as thegprefered to be in the UKThey would split
Christmas between the homes of their two daughters and their four grand childretheir first grandson
was taken to the RAF museum apdlying as soon as he could walk.

The last seven years of his life wdagged by ill health and pain. Dr Manion gave him a few more years
good health for which we are very gratefdle met the pain with dogged determination. To the last he w
thinking of what he could do for all of us. Not of himsEdf.the end he wasourteous, brave and strong.

Even when hallucinating in hospital, and he thoutylat the people cleaning his rooms were dancers at hi
party, and he thanked them for comjragnd hoped they were having a good time

We cannot thank enough all the peopleovhelped him in his last years, both in Gosberton and in tf
Bostonian. We like to believe that they too recognised his special qualities. We lpwendhihe has
shaped our lives and created standards that we strive to emulate and live up to.

Almosthe | ast coherent words he said were 61 6m
| 6m so0 | uckyad.

The service concludesdithi Hi g h , liittendoy Johlin Gillespie Magee 194Q



6
Amanda andBelindah ave ki ndly added to their fatherds sto

Geoffrey was born in Castleford, West Yorkshire on May 14, 1B@3eft school, aged 140 help earn money
for the famly, after his father had left therBarclays Bank took him on, and he made a career with them, bef
and after the war. His choice of signing to beomea rear gunnewasto ensure selectioms they tended to be
picked off by enemy fire quite fasiThe RAFdid some intelligence testand that was when he got fast trackec
onto training to be a pilot and navigatble was frightened of watesobribed someone to do the test where the:
had to jump into a pool with alheirkit on, and swim to the side.

From Belinda: Al know from the model s | u s Eahbstat o
Command squadronl remember making Blenheims, Lancastétadsons and Ansond.was allowed to paint
the peopleand I still love the smell ahat glue.He liked makingSpf i r es best of all,

Geoff spent most of the war in 228quadron flying Liberators out of the Azores and BahamBslinda
remembers thate had two shielddepictingthe squadron mottoThey went wherthe family lost everything in
Biafra. Colin Scull, though notememberindgseoff in 609, recalls meeting\@elshfellow caravanner at a site in
France in 1995. This chap had been a Liberalight Engineer in Coastal Command, agdess who had been
his pilot? Geoff Shyton!Hed @lways had a soft spot for the Duke and Duchess of Windsomwkanet when
he was in the Bahamag.he Duke was Governor theras it was just about the furthest tBevernmenicould
send him away from England.

Bel i nda agai ntaryfrinMys tirhean/284usquadroae is as followsde and his crew came back from
a sortie very excited because they thought they had got a submawiir analysis the crew were told they had
killed a whale- but don't tellGreenpeace....

He also téd me that the most soul destroying thing was doing search flights to a tight grid, when they
looking for pilots who had gone down in the s€éou always knew next time it might be yeso you looked so
hard- and then you couldn't find them.'

He went on goodwill tourso America and the Bahama the immediate aftermath of the war he was collectin
American lendeaseplares from all over the placé¢o deliver them back to the UKHe told me one of the most
beautiful things he ever saw wasiflg up the Nile early in the morningnd seeing the pyramids

He was never a commissioned officai/hilst in the RAF, fathertold me he was put up for a commission &
number of timesbut deliberately failed his interviewas he did not want to be anio#fr. When | asked him why
he told me that the&lCO's had more funfDave Shaw agrees, adding that they always knew everything that v
going on as welll Ed] This is how he told me the panels used to go.

Q by officer'Why do you want to be an office
A by Geoffrey 'Well | think they have nicer hats'.

He was demobbed after the war and went back to Bar8apk. He was offered the pportunity to be a
commercial pilot in Kenyabutfelt that it was 'safer because he had a family' to stay with Bailays.

However, Geoff loved his flying, and my records show that he joinedr6Q946,when the Auxiliaries we
reformed after the warsahe Royal Auxiliary Air ForceThus he had the Barclays job, and weekend flyingnThe
he met Sylviaat an RAF Dance, and engagement duly followed.

Theyweremarried on 2 October 1950 at All Saint€hurch,Pontefract Someone in 609 squadrapparent
smuggledSylviae engagement ring into the count r ythe bdstnthn
at their weddingThe wedding photo shows Jimmy Heath, F/Sgt Dardaason Don Dransfield, then Geoff and
Sylvia. These three, plus Johnny Mudsdere all good friends of GeoffA puzzle arose, concerning the badges
worn on their right arms. It turns out to have been the unloved NCO ranks introduced in 1946 for aircrew
removed in late 195@on, Geoff and Jimmy were all Aircrew Il, which, #ems, could be equated to Sgt. Pilot
or PII. This was an eagle over three stars, surrounded by a wikkrttos from the period also describe some as
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Cadet Pilotswho were National Service pilopsior to commissioning as Acting Pilot Offesr P11 | EG s,
t hat medadte.r Itrhei Whi t e Ros e o0Amardawad amused by this) asrshe dotd me
that Geoff had at one time been fitted with a replacement heart valve, sourced from a pig!

Amanda remembered meeting Darkie at his house in Leeds, when she wgswegyHe asked her what she
would like to drink, to which she repligda c o k e, pl easeo. AHot or col d?
a frying pan. Amanda thought him to be the most exotic person eatt, as Amanda and her father were
watching a Test Match from Headingly (Leeds) on TV, play had to be abandoned when smoke from a bt
chi mney covered the ground. Whoodos chimney? Dar ki

Geoff was part of the 19500s 609 Aer o hlaehhny YilsesDavil a |
Marrable, CO Arthur Hudsorplus Jimmy, Johnny and Geofffhe latterhad a mass of memorabilieom his
RAF years,but it was all looted in the Biafran waBelindarememberdim putting all his medals on in East
Africa, before he laid the wreatlt a remmbrance ceremony in Dar es Salam in the late 50'gryrearly 60's.
He tried to get her to join the RAF, but the recruiting person put her off by saying that WAAFs were all ma
off in 18 months

Geoff Slaytondied in Boston, Lincolnshiren June22nd 2008 He resembled many of his era. They were
ordinary menwho did and sawamazing things.The RAFhadmeant so much to hinand the family thinkhat
he always had a small regret that he did not become a commercial pilot after the war.

My grateful thanks to Amanda and Belinda &ir the photos, pictures, and memories. Dad would be proud
you. Tally Ho!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeecece.

June Stevenswidow of Geoffrey Stevens, who died April 2006, has herself died, on 22nd November 200¢
She nevereally got over her husbands death, and required a lot of help and caring. Her daughter, Jo Oddi
me the information. Jo has moved to the Netherlands, but has askedtittue receivingrally Ho! Brave

| ady é.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

ceeeeeeeeeceeeceeeceeeeceeeeececce

809000 Jame Rollo Thompson

This is the one that | have dreaded having to wdite. Thompsorhas died. @&ntleman, raconteur, Christian,
character, friendfamily man,devoted and proud founder member of 609 (WR) Squadrmh alwaysknownto
meas Ol d N uHalvasthe fidsharman to sign up for 609 on 10th February 1936. In the qemesy
of the RAF, number one was a noudhit he was the first.

And now heisgondk new t hat he hadndét been in good hte¢haskt
bouts. The 22nd November claimed not only June Stevens, bGemtiemanJim. | have had the huge privilege
of meeting some amazing types from the ranks of 609, both past and present, but two have stood out. C
Paul Libbrechtand, though not a tru&9er, by God he was in spirit. But our Jim was the real thiraygh only
with the Squadron for some 18 mont hs. ltdéds this
of a per s on Oestcah hefqete dispraportionatexdeereweéks for my Dad, 18 months for Jand
thirty years for Darkie Hansanthe result is the same.

OK, my old friend, here is my appreciation wdu. | know 1 | just knowi that you are perched up thdre
heaven, wiiing for metodropaclangert 6 s comi ng, dondét you fret!

Jim was born on 8th April, 1916, the day on whi

and | believe that his legs were twisted and deformed. He spent a long time gsatiennhat Great Ormond

StreetHospital for Children and, judging by his lack of need for a walking stick when aged 90, they
spectacularly well for him.

Come 1932 andim was drivingagedl 6 . I n those days,.lydaoandt dkdowne
at this point, but know that his firstransport was a BSAilver Star motor bike and sidecélis mother ran a
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very successfutompany, whichrained andsupplied nurses to hospitals all over the country. It enabled Jim
trade up to a Triumph Gloria Vitesse soon gjfioéming 609, an open 2 seater with tuned engiet then that |
shouldconmynickhame f or him years | at e ning6¥li®dBdntldy at inebMams inO
the 19@ and 1934 hourraceT h e s e Be nt dred faidtastic,wnajestdiugely handsomeowerful all
conqueringand100% British Spitfires on wheels! No, actuallynore like Lancaster bombers. Hardly susprg
that that Frenchman tiore Bugatti, who made some of the most excgaisibeautiful racing car®f this era,
comment &g frigndiMr.tBenfleyb ui | ds t he fastest | bdathing suited Jim
better, in my view!

The founderf 609 (WR) Squadron was the Earl ofriood, Harwood House being near to Yeadon. The Ea
married Princess Mary, the daughter of Georgd Me Harwood family name was Lascelles, and they had ma
their fortune through the slave trade. No friends of Will@/ilberforce, thenThe Earl of Scdiorough was more
linked to 616 Squadron than 6AQBm got to hear of the formation of an Auxiliary Air Force Squadron near hir
Well, Yeadon was nearly 60 miles away siftasgmup,ton 1Oth t
February, 1936Billets and NAAFI were wooden huts. Aircraft were housed in wood and canvas hang
Doncaster Corporation later bought some of them, to house their buses, and they susiirgtd tihe early
& 0.AAsxiliaries weresupposedly drawn from within E0-mile radius, | understogdinless they had their own
transport, when this became some 40 miles.

Jim got to Yeadon orhis BSA motor bike and sidecaand| have a photograph of it, lurking near to some
parading airmen. Ais was soon upgraded taar, aTriumph Gloria Vitessgea 2 litre 6 cylinder job, with a tuned
engine.Jim would share the journey to the Squadron with 809007 Mike Kerrigan, who joined the same d.
himself. They wore proper caps in the beginning,thetlater forage caps, and he and Mike would follow othe
nervous drivers along the Al, pretending that they were policeBmh! of them enjoyed singing, as they hac
good voices, and would spend the rest of the journeystéthvoices raised in harmony

6 O 9chief tutor, orFlight Sergeant (Discipling)was one F/Sgt Fauoth 809026Wally Dixon (A Flight) and
Jim remembered him fondly A T h e ona of thevizest instructors, aad absolute gentleman. He never
swore, and had a chest full of WW1dna | | beligve that Faux was commissioned shortly afteésliime with
609

Jim recalled the first Remembrance Parade through Leeds, in 1936. In front oh$0%vBand of the Leeds
Rifles. Behind 609 came the Band of the Frontiersmen. Neither pllagedame tune, nor at the same beat, <
6096s marchi ng st ylparticigamtpvera l[doatdd inothre columme and whaththey could hea
In a later Paade, in 1937, S/Ldr Harald Peakecamdost inL e e dselgstseets, and had to halt thguadron
whilst he sought directions for the Town Hall

| 6m not sure when Jim actually Hevwasonéhe Birst Aimuat Dinner
Menu (asbeingpresent, not fodder!) on 10 February 1937, but absent a yeaH&emsons were based around
a keen desire to fly, but that wasnét going to
when a man asked him for &.iThis chap, a New Zealandealled Kitchin was the new Flying Instructéor the
Squadron. He told Jim that a Civil Air Guardan extension of the RAFVRwas going to be formed at the
airfield. Al2%p) @awdthoguowu, 5dand 1 61 | teach you. o
BA Swallowswith the Leeds Aero Clu These big monoplanes came from a German design, the Klem 25,
were made by the British Aircraft Manufacturing CompaPgwered by a PobjoZataract 11 radial engine, it
hada cruising speed of 85 mplim went solo after 8% hoymsged 21

On 1st Mvember 1938, 616South Yorkshirg RAuxAF Squadron was formed at Doncaster. The new@a®
S/ Ldr the Ear/l of Lincol n, .WHOdW EMabdrlyvertevith hith OD@ricasterf
was much closer to the homes of all three, so the Eaihabln asked Jim to transfer A No Si r |, t
now flying. o0 AOh, we candét stop that theno was t
Air Guard which was flying Tiger Moths. Jim went solo onékeafter 3 hoursand thenwas promoted to the
Avro Tutor. DaughterLyn told me of a time when, suffering from an eye injury, he spoofed the Director of 1
Aero Clubinto believingthat he was fine. On the subsequent flight, he ran short of fuel, and landed in a field
found a grage nearby, bought some petrol, and carried it back in borrowed cans. He was able to swing th
jump back in, and got home safely.
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Jim Thom pson

il

His seiﬁ mair witsoatGbraifer and vbngijri)bons!
T -

A “-!="'-!“'.L".,

BA Swallow, with 90 hp

Grove StredhNRethaldisitiShuregjon Guard of Honour

& The Battle Hymn of the Republic was sung from the balco
Church.

Then the standards of the RAFA (partially hidden on the lef
the RoyadritishLegion were dipped in the Act of ¢graa the
Reverend Dick Styles gave the Committal.

Jim was then taken for burial in the quiet yew tree shaded
cemetery of a Church near t

Barnby Moor




Jim Thompson
around 1940. Did
everyone wear
glasses like those
back then?

Old No. at the
Rededication of the 60¢
Room at the Yorkshire
Air Museum in June
2006. Badge askew,
medals doing a flying
ducks impression, but
straight backed, and, a:
always, boisterous,
wonderful irreplaceable
company.

Tally Ho! my old friend

Bill Sanders aged

Bill and Mabel on their Wedding Day, 3rd
January 194kt Chippenham in Wiltshire

F/O Bill Sanders and a 609 $gjtfrom his
period at Biggin Hill with the Squadron. This w
painted in 1991 by one Doug Littlejohn

"o

Michael Sanders stands behind his Dad, wr
mytrusty Landyolds up the 609 flag, outside
Bi | | & fiome iuBextey. Tihgs was in
October 20009. | visited Micledlis
Herefordshifarma nd phot ogr a
book. Some pages were even in focus!! | mi
harder é
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Then came th&airey BattleHe gained his brevet after achieving eight circuits of the airfield at 200 feet altitu
plus or minus a few feefim did 23 hours on these. It was a bit ironic that poor 616 oppositestilestud with
Hawker Hnd biplanes

An Empire Air Day was held at Doncaster on 20th May 198& wasin@&oncast er Baila, and C
buzzed therowd, which happened to include a young lady named.Freewas the daughter thfe Rotherham
Colliery Manager, and they lived in Conisbrough, nearby. Was laterb u z z e d  aAdter laraind, Jém,
handsome in his flying jacket, was introducedhtats s mart young wo matherfanay that h
black beauty mi ght t ake her out o he vol Jimhadnewtraddd irt tlee 2 Eeater e
for anew Triumph Gloria saloon, and told Rene that she should find thkication of smart car and smart pilot
irresistible AOh, |l dm not so s urXmcaedathe Methodist Cliurchywand sathwatt
Reneds family, whildetl 6sh efelstsmaauhglo | lo sc & m @ tm sdtsaduént |
evens led to a 65 year long marriag€hey were married on 13th July 1940 at Priory Place Methodist Churt
Doncaster.

At the outbreak of war, Jiimow a 23 year old Sergeant pilpoand his friend Basil Wood, who came from a
famous glassnaking family, joined 616 Squadremwhen the Auxiliaries and RAFVR wermbodiedinto the
RAF. However, this was not good news for Jim. The more stringent RAF Medical discovered that he had a
chest, of which Jim had been awgkys he failed the eyesightteandwax | assed as o6Unf i
DisasterHe left the RAF for 3 months at this point.

Jim rgoined as a BC, and went to Melksham in Wiltshire fdflight Mechanicstraining. He left it pretty
smartl vy, as he di diny He apphed tor, anavastamrsterreth tpasLinkhTaamer €ourde at
Elstree, MiddlesexPassing out successfully as a Training Instructor, he got his stripesHzaalas then posted
ATo the Al catr az i ygofiwatched whatAdu,saidleeyb rGndegeday O Chi ef vy
called him to the Orderly Roam fil 6 m of f tmniogl 2%, Oabdayo&droe NdGa mier
minutes to padk @ried Jim, thrusing 5/- into the hand of his savioubefore rushing out.Jim stayed theresa
Link Instructor for 22 yeardHis knowledge of flying having been discovered, the Finningley Wing Commant
(Flying) nabbed him one dawnd appointed him Duty Pilot in the control tower. Jim subsequently became
No.2.

Rene Thompsohas, until recery, beena professional singeHer signature tune has adysb e en A Sy m
which both she and Jim would sing with gudtothe war she becansn ENSA lady Jim accompanied her to a
concert in Doncaster, just post Dunkitkwas in the Hospital, andoatained as well as wounded soldiees fair
number of Fruit and Nut casd®verseay eader s : this refers to a Cad
alludes to mentally ill patientsEd.] It was a lovely, star lit night, with a full moon. Jim nipst dor a gasper
(cigarette) during the interval, and is promptly accosted by some old geezerffnvdh)at a b e asaid |
this chap Mumbling something, andefieving him to be one of thiecurablycrazed, Jim is desperately edging
awayalongtheb | cony, so as to escape, when Rene appeart
the Deputy Head of the Hospitab

Jim and Rene bought a little hous#h their savingsJ i mé s M utimg ow bus one day, chatting another
lady, whoevertuallys ai d fAWedre | eaving our house in Manor
out side anywhere when a O0For Saledé sign went up.
bought it.Rene had a good jolso they could jusafford it. Then Jim was called on the blower one day by th
Finningley Adjutant, who offered him the chance of being commissionedyalm it three days of thought. He

knew that this meard postingMe ss bi I I s t hat h endah exposive hbuse naove] aad that
Rene would | ose her | ob..I|khdaw thatuhs tormenged nind over fatter years, el
morally, he took thg@roperhi gh ground, and he shoul dndét have ci

Promotion was naobffered again, and after the invasion of France, he was sent to France, i/c a Flare Path te
airmen. They manned Bomber Command Emergency Airfields, and were responsible for getting dam
bombers down safelfeventually they reached the Americantsecbased at Airfield 68JuvencourtThis had
been a German niglighterbase The Ger mans | eft several damaged
Jimbébs CO hacked th8yswashni k & hiRidnchstehsslowp,esaddlyl Di n .
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Jimébs new CO was S/ Ldr John Dory, from Suffol k.
cust omer s f Having tihea&to fpard, dobraidd i Come o n, Tommo, get
S/Ldr then went fast to sleegim was reading, with one VHF set, and one 1196 radio with a 20 mile rad
beside hi m. Suddenl vy, very f ai energepcy landieg fdn ¥aodsile @G
George. 0 AGood God, ités for wus!o Calling out t
runways, which were arranged in a T, typical of German airfieligcking out German incendiaries to mark the
flight path A jet black Boeing BL7, but with RAF Roundelsyas talked down by Jim, ang@nded safelydespite
having shedts port outer airscrew

A year later, back in the UKhey were billeted at Honiley, Coventry. Jim was still i/c his team, and t@ok &l
out to thenearbypub one night12 of them were having a good time, singing away, whemnasualaircrew on
the other side of the room were spotted. Jim looked twice, having realised that they were all Warrant Of
AJuvencourt AbtieMad Y a sikednde nobneer Woodsi de G Ge oWlhpea? ¢
|l ovely party foll owedéé.

After demob, Jim worked briefly as a rep for a flour mill in Selby, until Rene saw a job for a medical
advertised in the paper. She promptly wrote agnpd i cati on on Ji més behalf
i mpressed by Jimbés appl iExegteiradre nlceet tgeari ,n eadn dvwdt das ch
invaluable, and @& visited hospitals all over the UK, selling medical equipmenidiysby getting the Matrons on

his side!After 25 years of this work, Burroughs Welcome took over his firm, and promptly made Jim redundz

Jim became gatly involved with so many things. He had always supported Rene in her singing career
manage to find time to become Chairman of his lo&drnby Moor CouncilRAFA and Royal British Legion
Brancthes, as well as the British Breathing Society, and the Travellers Association. Those latter two are firs
me! He held Senior rankithin the local FreemassnHe had a love for all things militaily the discipine and
camaraderi@ppealecspeciallrand woul d al ways watch &6 Da dHéasolovedm)
classical musicJim had a great faith in his Gd8loth he and Renwere staunch suppersand Stewardsf their
local Methodist Church, and were involved in the Reading Group.there

Jim and Rene have three children; Lyn, Barbara and Jdaelsara androbin have two children, Simon and
Thomas, and their grandparents would visit thenheit holidayhome in France frequentlizyn, too, is a partial
expat, with a holiday home ithe equivalentf the LakeDistrict, but in FranceJim loved going there, and was
bitterly disappointed to have to give up overseas travel due to ill h@d#lhad been fighting asthma and poor
breathing foryearts hence t he Oweak c h)eBarbdatold mé of ahe dgremtcokcasiomwhdn
Dad went missing, oneoVely warm French eveningpn Tuscany He 6d gate <crashed
barbequewho had plied him with steak and wine. He was found regaling thiémhis wartime memories, at the
l ength to which Jim was rightly famous. These pc

In the last few years, Jim and Rene were li@boming housebound, due to increasing infirmigst spring he
measured his length in their driveway, and lay there unconscious for quite a time, until discovesrdeHback,
even from thatThe RAFA did get him a mobility scooter, complete with RidEndel, which he greatly enjoyed.
This enforced immobilitywas of immense fafration to them botiparticularlyJim. He would spend hours on the
phonekeepi ng i n touch. A parti cul awhokep dalling op uttii anbaretya <
month before Old Number One died

Jim celebrated his 90th birthday in fine style two years.aldee family organised airivateparty of10in the617
SquadrorBar, called theDambusters Room, at RAWoodhullSpaiil was so proud teo
room that had seen so many heroic young men pass thraftgh seeing that wonderful Lancaster, we were
taken through the main dining roomhich was full of people. They wondered who this celebrity wasd my
eldest Grandson became engagedhe samed a yQno hi s 80t h birthday, hed
courtesy of the Sher, Davidnfthdyegave meCd Tiger Motliinow (this ks wizemw 90)
could still fly her.o

| believe that it was in the same year that Sir Andrew Bughalord Lieutenant of Nottinghamshieesked Rene
to the Queends Garden Party at Buckingham Pal ac
Poppy AppealsndRAFA days. Lyn took her Mum, both resplendent in fine outfitsapptopriate &ts, to a
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boiling hot day inLondon, leaving a grateful Jim behind, to keep cbdlave a photo of the Queen just passing
t hem. Good thing that Jim wasnot,atteaser e, hedd hay

Ah, the talking thing! | know that Jeff Metcalfe will share this witke.rBoth of us gee extended lifts to Jim, at
least an hour plus each way. Jim maintainéghgasticmonologuehe whole way for me, there and back. Just th
same f or J e Ddvid; hefn&veristopbead talking during the whole journey. It was all goaffl but
just t oo mu Absolutelpthe tsaanke &r menJefdo Nepetition no boredom, just life, meticulously
remembered, brilliantlportrayed and just a remarkable experienééhy, oh why, did | gebnly 1% of all this
down? Same as we aal guilty of i left it too late.

Anyone hearing Jim give The Exhortation, and the Kohima Epitaph, at a funeral, Remembrance Day P
whatever, would not have forgotten those ringing tones,dibeyp meaning. He did for me once, at Elvingibn

was just so moving. Oh,and made the horrible mistake of sayi |
Exhortation?o0ReadRé &d | i dogwiatvira 2¥i Keds, Ipoint made.

In the | ast year or s o, godace wonle angwert aimost aunof breath. dike tal
old car, that needs the choke out for the first 5 miles, Jim was almost hobbled by lack of air.g&tpbast that
first five minutes! Oh Lordy, y 0 ufeet up on tlhlerdésk, ang simppy
grin, and listen as though my life depended upoBythe end of an hour, he was running on 12 cylinders, anc
was destroyedNVhat a bloke!

Anyone needing to know how to communicate should have listened to this woémdanfuNo training course, no
instruction manual, could ever better his stylbose of you at the 609 Formal Dinner at the St George Hot
when he was your gueshay remember his styl#hese gatherings were like an elixir of life to hibaughter
Lyn was theoften thewilling driver for these functionsand she did her Dasucha f a v o u r thatshed n
knows it. Jimjust expanded, thrived, and lived once he was with compéamafterwards recounted some of his
speech to me. Al aovwvars 6O®9 pramnd tthe hlawaes kinn i t.oT
Jim just lovedhis Air Force life and told the diners: AOne thing
retire from the Service. It sticks to you I ike ¢

Ji mds F uplaeaaathe GrovedSkeet Methodist Church, Retford, on 1st December. His coffin was dr
with the 609 flag, as he had wished. 609 (WR) Squadron was represented by the OC, S/Ldr Jeff Ilsiadcall
also from the Squadron were Peter Wilsand Andrew Mash, with his wife Sandra. Dez Robinson and
completed thé\ssociatiorrepresentation. Chairman Brian Waite was coming, but his car destroyed antytee

coul dnot get it c h a n g e dhe icamgregaitiom everet led innbg & gery tsrhaegibrs e
Standard Bearer,andthe RAEAQui val ent | ooked as though hedd ne
The opening hymn, AFat her , |l ead me day by dayo

The second one was the Battle Hymn of the Republic! Niegard that one at a funeral before. The lead sing
was on the balcony above the congregation, and had sung this frequently in the Church

The appreciation of Jim wasgmared by the family, and given by the Vicar. | have already mentioned some
thethings that they covered, btitese bits n@ain AFat her simply |l oved the
include whisky and wine here, toble was such a gentle, kind and supportive fathgreat talker, and involved
and interested in so many thingg Eher , you are simply the best. We

Tally Ho!

1154282P/O William Basil ( Bi | | ) NnSamdWY® sSaredved rys f ound

In early October 2008, | was idivatching the 615 pm SE News on BBC TV. An item caught my attention. At
old chap in a wheelchair, recovering after an operation for throat cancer, wadrbatad toa helicopter ride
over London by his family He was a Spitfire piladuring the warandwas interviewed as they flewwhen asked
how he found the exp e reishotoas,at Henelon,domking at 6@ Sptfikel and hE h
described what it was like to fly, and how lucky he was to still be ardun@s then announced th&ill Sanders
had served with 609 Squadron, at which point | forgot what took place after that!
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| watched a replay of theews clipa couple of times, and found out that he was in a nursing home in Broml
With help from the BBC, | traced him and contacted the Matron. She in turn gave my details to the family,
had a phone call f r opHeMgrezdthaeweoulsl meetat theshpmeBand hhvé a chat t
his Dad.

I wasndét the onl vy oneOu wartimaarchivisMark @rameg teaeived a tip gff feom
one of his contactgia an aviation forum B i | ééeprovedto k= & surprise to himndto Stephen Spencer,
Jon Tan and Joss Leclerdoss seated the London Gazette, and Mark delved into the ORB. There was BiIll.

So hereis Willam Basil Bl ASandyo Sander s tepasticuar helpaf his sbnoMjchaelh
He 6 s ablokepandcskegmed very pleased that the Squadron had caught up with his Dad. Theckties
rather thinold fellow, f ol | owi ng his ill ness, but at one tim

Bill was born in Birmingham on 25th August 19His father had an apron making factory, and found the time
produce 16 children, 11 by his first wife, and 5 by his second, whom he married inBi®@2as the last of
brood No. 2, and the only survivor todaf this five, éder brother Jack worked foMu f f i duting B/¢/2,
making Spitfire componentsLeslie, in the wine trade, and Ken, were twins. Ken lost an arm whilst mé&@r b
racing at Donington, and died through these injuriesnze

Bill s fecund father r an andralbandoned shig and tha éntirgpfanolyy foreeve
when Bill was 14Just one daughter knew where he was, but kept it secret until he datkhamptonDevon,
aged 99. Hedéd obviously | eft with s omeolleRogéSoB# s
started wor k livihgbabovestizeishog, Bnd suyvidirsg on broken pots of jam, andoffeatts He 6 d
go house to house, taking grocery orders for a later delivery

Phil, a school friend, saw him again just before the Wavh at ar e you doing?0 as
tomorr owo waadso dichBil. Thorigh IBilf regarded Phil as brighter than himself, there was only ¢
space for a trainee pilot, and Bill got it. Phil went to Bomber Command, and wasokillsuk.

Bill enteredNo 7 EFTS (Elementary Flying Training SchoaBar Chippenham, Wiltshiren 28th September
1940, having hisifst flight on the 30thin a DH82Tiger Moth. After 9% hours, he did his first solo @8th
October, and went on to over ours of instruction by the time he left for No 9 SFTS at Hullavingtor
December 1940He was rated as an Average pil@raduating to the Miles Master monoplamgth its RR
Kestrel enginehe soloedon December 15tH-ebruary22nd saw him in a Huicane, now with RR Merlin power
at his disposatffor two flights lasting 45 minutes, then back to thaskr until midMarch On 15th April 1941,
after 15 hours on the Hurricane, he was pronounced as an averagegilwgdto improve his instrument fipg.

Bill told me of his introduction to night flyingHe was given the bare bones of firecessbefore take off.
AWatch your airspeed and Then, and onty thennlook aroartd,cahd finnd hwieereiya
are 0 So he tdbolfoftthatdi diading it to be pretty,ob
so where was 1? | was getting worried. | looldegvn i nothing there. | looked up and there was the ground! |
was compl etely upsi de.Ydtdowngthat and ribt nhtiairt Maid bbeem theaehsies thidg
the worldo

Commissioned as a Pilot Officer upon graduation fromSRES, Bill found time to marry Mabeln 3rd January
1941, at Chippenham in Wiltshirele then wento No 57 OTU aHawarde, flying a Spitfirel on 26th April,
and clocking up 46 hrs on type befgoeing 19 Squadron at Duxford wi t h  Sp 10th June 16411 | 06

Paul Ri chey, who | avasehis COBilloememberdd hig kieryevell, aRd thoogtiglly of

him. The Squadron had a Miles Magister, armv@ian Hornet Moth on strength, and Bill flew botHe made his
first operational sweep on 17th Juibeit moved swiftlyto 609 a n d S pat Bighim Hilleon8th @udy,1941

still rated averagat everything

Bill flew with 609 on the 9th, andn a sweep with Circus 48emingly missed Lord Trench&dvisit on 10th
July. Another Bill, aka William the Goaalsoarrivedin July. Bill flew on sweep$ Michael Robinson was CO
then, getting hi®SO at the end of the mornithout visited many place€ambridge, Duxford, North Weald,
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i n

'On a cold November day, Bill meets Clive Denny, pilat af theSKei t f i r e . He then received a cheque
Shoreham (Kent) Aviation Museum, run by artist Geoff Nutkins. Bill then starts his last journey, under thereas@bter@pitfat St Georges
Chapel of Rembrance, at RAF Biggin Hill. His ashes will be scattered in the Garden of Remembrance, reservedifat Biggawith iseWevll

Bill ds
covered by the
609 flag.

Tally Ho!



