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Goodwood (Westhampnett) Airfield, September 2006: The fJOAn ni ver sary of the Spi't

Preflight checks in front of the Spitfire Restaurant The leading four, Mks V to V1111

The finest sight and sound in the world. Eight Spitfires in formation, from Merlin to Griffon, in an English summer sl
Photographs courtesy of fellow Spitfire enthusiast Phil Plumtree

Sir Joe Atkinsonos 609 Squadron Spitfire 1, X45Bampeth. RAF
at Hendon. Joe flew this three times in Dec 1940 At least thirteen 609 pikdis Elad dickBisdr€id6.



1.
EDITORIAL

A happy, prosperous, and fit New Year to ofeamer
English winter is starting to ease. Bad luck, Harry Myers in New Zealand, and David Linacre in Australia,
ités started to go the other way for you two!

what your two countries have judone to our poor English rugby and cricket teams. Still, being the jolly

underdog is the British thing, isnét it?
Travelling into London by train, | gaze at the
occupants dof fgouawamntvi ag?answer to that, at
Honours Li st is the very thing. After each awse

Fascinating! Try these. The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and TransgendesoAd@roup. The Yorkshire and
Humber Mass Fatalities Working Group. Imagine how awful their mail must be on a Monday morning.
any morning, come to that. How about the MBE for Mrs Norah Alice Dobinson, former trainbearer to t
Lord Chancellor? Whatdd he do when she wasnoét carrying hi
just carry his train? (Sorry, foreign reader s:
drags over the floor after you, as you walk. Unless, ofsm® it is clutched in the arms of Mrs. Dobinson).
Where are these fabulous jobs advertised? | wa
for being head shoe shine boy for Virgin Atlantic Airways is another job soon up for grabs. Mrs Audr
O6Neill gained an MBE for services to baton tw

What this list has done this year is to give due recognition for some unsung stalwarts who work for
betterment of Service peopl e and d Hagraiged dvea £350,000e

for the Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen Families Association (SSAFA). In that context, | was much pleasec
note the award of MBEG6s to Mrs Margaret Arnol d
Col Thomas Irlam, la | for services to the SSAFA. MBEOGs we
to the WAAF Association, Robert Marris for services to the Hertfordshire RAFA, Peter Dunstan for servic
to the Far East Prisoners of War Association, and to Mrs MargoBifor services to the Bomber Command

Associati on. An OBE went to Air Commodo rRrisofeisa r
of War Association.

Thus, amongst the mad, bad or plain weird awards are splendid ones, for those who caredoriaa
people. Whilst it is a pity that some distinction cannot be drawn between these various activities, and
i mpact that they have, itds good to be able to
both past and present. 609 RV Squadron has already sent members back to the Gulf, and mo
mobilisations are likely through 2007. There are many supporters who receive no awards, and yet d
much good. These MBEOGs present the tip lofworkime

this area, but only by passing comment. | 6m ce
You know who you are. Well done, and thanks.

609 (WEST RIDING) SOUADRON ASSOCIATION

From: Squadron Leader Brian Waite, Dip Phigd, Royal Auxiliary Air Force

TO ALL 609ERS

Alt is with humbleness and tremendous pride th
2006 Reunion, | stressed that | would focus on the whole, and not favour particular periods oftour n
illustrious past and productive present. | was most fortunate to Command your Squadron for five years
all that time we had no aircraft to fly; today
available to an auxiliary fortran i n g, to master! BUT todayds r e
volunteered and served throughout our long and distinguished history. We all, from Jim Thompson in 1
to todayods | atest recruit, h a v aud to sep/e thehRioyalAir fForce ¢
WITH 609. | am also a great believer in encompassing all facets of the Squadron and rightly we she
always include those of 2609 and 3609 who were directly
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involved at various times in our history and significantih@&nced it. It is also essential that we continue the
link with those beyond our shores who are 609ers. In particular, I think of those in Belgium who are
most ardent supporters of the Association, which is so appropriate as many of their countaoee09
their home during the Second World War. Finally it is also essential that family and friends of 609ers
just as much a part of the whole. We all share the same desire and sense of history.

So who is your new Chairman? Born in Grantham, dimehire, my father served in the RAF for seven
years from 1939 to 1946, but never flew! However he was on the HMS Hilary at the North African, Itali
and Normandy invasions. After school, where | was a member of the Combined Cadet Force (Army
fulfil led a dream and attended Loughborough College of Physical Education to study to become a tesz
and Adoo sport seven days a week. There follo
| never went back and joined the RAF at the terafge of 33 in 1981 receiving a Commission in the
Administration (Secretarial) Branch. | had a most varied career, serving for four years at RAF Wildenratt
a SQUINTO on 92 Squadron as well as enjoying a recruiting tour and one instructing studeans ©ffic
their Initial Course at RAF Cranwell. | retired from regular service in 1997 and lived in Norfolk for twi
years, learning the differences between a Bittern and a Heron! In 1999 | was lucky enough to be notifie
this fAnewod SquadgADSS Afer twdyAdrs rdcraitengnforrit, the 609 name was reborn in
2000 and | was fortunate enough to gain Command in 2001. The rest is history.

We are bloody lucky to be what we ar e. Let 6
encompassverything that is good about our Squadron. | see too many Sunset Reunions in the papers
is not ready for that and with your support an

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeececce

By Jove, but | feel better for that! Thanks, Brian, eloquently put. | was standing to attention as | typed
can only reiterate how very lucky the Association is to have the likes of Sandy Hunter, Brian Waite, :
Hugh Mulligan actively working wh us. Then there are Alfie Hall, Al Parkes, Alan Hayman, plus all the
current 609 Squadrondés Association membership.

Now then, we candt [-Garmanhpass intb the backgeound with@rimgphjm dueh e
thanks and recognition. Come on Maurice, stand up, and take a bow. Oh, you are standing up. Right, ¢
my apologies let me make amends!

Mr Maurice Voase - thank you!

Maurice joined 609 (WR) Squadron in 1956, and stayed with them urtérdisnent in March 1957. His
speciality was as a Rigger, which is basically keeping the wings on, and ensuring that the flying con
surfaces donét work in rever sieme! CGleagues of lshtime, with v
whom he worked and lexed, included Charles Brazier and Edward Tetlow, both of whom are still in th:
Association.

Retiring from full time work in 1985, he happened to be in the local market, just before Christmas, on
look out for a Christmas tree. He happened to be ngduis RAF tie at the time. Whilst shopping? My, but
you lot dressed up better than my generation ever did! Anyway, this well dressed tree hunter was spotte
a stranger, who introduced himself with temast w
have been carrying a saw, hammer and nails, for his potential skills to have been so readily identified!
was Maurice first introduced to the fledgling Yorkshire Air Museum.

He was one of the first volunteers to join the Museum, which waalipipretty rough and ready. But with
the aid of similarly enthusiastic, and extremely skilled, colleagues, he formed the basis of the team tha
done so much to turn the YAMOs collection of &
the UK. The reproduction Wright Flyer was one of his most recent projects, a testament to his skill v
wood and fabric. The new cabinets in the 609 Squadron Room, and the photographic display panels,
also his work, aided and abetted by the Rev. NorBerryman, Desmond Park,
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and Alfie Hall. Maurice also maintained the room, overseeing the rewiring and new lights, hanging m
pictures, getting the flag poles altered to stop the Typhoon weather vane from ripping the flags.

In between all of tis, he became Chairman, upon the retirement of Jim Earnshaw. This coincided with 1
arrival of the Spitfire, now positioned outside the Squadron Room. This was 1996, from memory, so he |
the post for a full ten years. | am a bit ahead of myself her¢hé 609 Squadron Room had to precede the
Spitfire. Once again, it was Mauriceds skills
the idea, for 609 had no home; the previous Memorial Room at Church Fenton having fallen victim to
closure of the base. A room was secured at Elvington, thanks to the generosity of the YAM, but it was :
basic.

AA bit basic? The place was an absolute wreck.
things have to start somewhere, so iihigbish and rodents were removed, the windows fixed, the holes il
the roof were mended, and then fitting out began. I think that a dividing wall had to be built as well, for
end of the hut was destined to be the Airborne Forces Memorial Room. Witkalilshaw being the
provider, as it were, Maurice, Norman Berryman and the late Mike Wood set about the construct
Following painting, the walls were clad in timber, display cabinets were built, Memorial Boards we
produced, electricity was brought iand picture display panels were put up. These Jim filled from his
archives, also doing the captions. The team finally unveiled their great work in 1994.

One of the things that endear me to Maurice is his typically blunt Yorkstyile approach to petgpand
events. One is never left in doubt as to the rights and wrongs of a situation! Yes, | know, diplomacy ha
place, but | act very much as Maurice does, and thus sometimes tread on toes. A friend, also a
busi nessman, notendiAn®Peophenwhoogeasiomnal |y rub
the penalty of being an achievero. It has bee
Association from the time when the older generation had to make way for the new. ihablié/e worked
out better, and we are hugely grateful to this most amiable andhgmodured man.

Maurice even coped with a triple heart bypass operation in 2003; through which he came somewhat bat
but unbowed. On'"®March 2004, he received one ofly two Presidential Certificates issued in the NE
RAFA Ar ea, from ACM Sir John Willi s, in recogn
retire a year ago, but agreed to carry on until Brian Waite had left his Command of 609 (WR) Scaratiron
could then take over as Chairman. Following the appointment of Brian as his successor, Maurice has k
agreed to become a Vice President of the Association. Thus, now aged 85, he can enjoy retirement, le
and housework (!), and can still fit some work at the YAM.

Maurice, you have done us proud, and, on behalf of all the members of the Association, | wish to reite
our thanks for all your great efforts. At the Augusdeslication of the 609 (WR) Squadron Room, Brian
Waite presented Maigce with an inscribed and framed 609 plaque. It is about the one piece of woodwo
within the 609 Association that he hadndét made

Leeming News

New Baby! This is certainly a first for my newsletter. Hearty congratulations to Tristan and Nilacgnt
Philpot, on the birth of their daughter, on Saturd¥y®cember. The little lady has been named India Sky.
All are doing fine, according to my information. | wonder if Tristan found screaming around the place
nought feet in a fast jet to beskestressful than having to be in at the birth! In the absence of the OC, Flt
Jeff Metcalfe is holding the reiriswell done, sir.

The 5" Annual 609 (WR) Squadron Dinnerwas held in September at the St.George Hotel, Durham anc
Tees Valley Airport (ifl have the right name if not, then just call it RAF Middleton St George, as it once
was). Rosemary and | were lucky enough to have been invited to the previous one, which was r
memorable for the elegance of those present, the fact that | becaméodaffaial photographer at the last
minute, and the toughness of Yorkshire beef. Oh, and the amusing banter between Al Parkes and Mz
Gi bb, who had just gained her commission, and
therewerelbos and | ots of fAMadéamo! Hope that this | a
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20066s Annual C o _nwas notunastinnyoQyprus, ot instelachat) the somewhat colder, an
distinctly bleaker, Bally Button Army Ranges, near Dundee. Last year | was inunddtagpy pictures of
warm reservists rushing around in shirtsleeves

The Orde Print Collection. A year ago, 8 framed Orde prints were rescued from the bowels of Leec
Bradford Airport. They had once flanked the G@UR) Squadron Association Memorial that hung in the
Airport Bar. They have gone to the 609 building at RAF Leeming, and now hang in the corridors.

Cuthbert Orde was a skilled wartime artist, who worked in pencil and charcoal. He drew many R
personnel,ncluding 21 from 609; copies of which you can find in the 609 (WR) Room at the YAM.

Remembrance Sunday, 12 November, Yorkshire Air Museum  Flying Officer Richard Dixon laid a
wreath on behalf of Royal Air Force Leeming, and Squadron Leader Brian,\Vdaiteg the same
ceremony, laid a poppy wreath on behalf of 609 (WR) Squadron Association.

The Gulf. SAC6s Ke i itkhowWas Wbady and Craig Young, were deployed to Basra during
November. They are serving a femonth tour with 63 Squadron (Thei@ en6s Col our Squ

Seven more reservists with 609 have started a training programme with their designated units, and are c
go to Basra during February/March. Three of the seven served in Irag in 2003.

Brian Waite made up a couple of parcelssend out to Craig and Keith, in time for Christmas. | hope that
the postal service works better then it recently did for me. | had ordered 8 dinner plates from the USA,
eBay, and three weeks late received a Triumph motorcycle frame! So lads, wbdtomel enjoy the Arctic
Survival clothing and skis, which should be with you shortly!

A New Honorary Air Commodore for BWIOW®Wi § WIR9n ®&tq u$
suddenly having to leave these shores, hotly pursued by the lasvisTthie Hon Air Com for the current
Squadron, and not the Association.

"RAF honour for ex-High Sheriff

Local landowner and former High Sheriff of North Yorkshire, Simon Bostock, has been appointed Honorary
Commodore (HAC) of a LeemiAgased RAF Resve squadron. He will now spend the next five years affiliated to
N0.609 (West Riding) Squadron Royal Auxiliary Air Force, which watormed in October 1999 after a 4éar
break in service. Its role, as an Operations Support Squadron, is to proundel fpersonnel to augment RAF
operations.

Air Commodore Bostock is delighted with his appointment, sayiligis a very, very considerable honour to be
invited to be an HAC| am flattered and honoured to take up the role.

Educated at Eton and hiag attended the Royal Air Force College, Cranwell, Air Commodore Bostock served as
pilot in the RAF from 1963 to 1996His final appointment was Commandant of the Central Flying School, where
among his other duties, he was responsible for the RedvAriyith his wife, Lynn, Air Commodore Bostock now

runs an agricultural and sporting estate near Pat el

(This was in the Nidderdale Herald SfBovember ). ( Thi s i sno6 tdale andaHerld) t he

Dez Robinsonhas sadly left 609 (WR) Squadron, and also the RAuxAF. He was one of those people v
was always theré the opening of the RAuxAF Memorial at Alrewas, Berlaar in Belgium this year, and s

on. Heds al waydo beese nf airA agso oldébmhaconcer ned; good
miss seeing him at future 609 for mal occasions
that easily, Dave! o, whi ch i s r euaahd Alisongabsorde oinnextv s
yeard6s gatherings. Well, Alison anyway!

Sergeant Dave Fieldndhas received the Air Officer Command
awarded in the New *Yanaary 200 Heanyrcéngratulaiiossiv®. The storywill
be in the RAF News.
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P/O Alfie Hall has been able to put together a work group that will repaint the regpicire PR-A

R669Q that sits outside the 609 (WR) Squadron Room at the Yorkshire Air Museum. The Museum v
provide the pet, and will arrange movement of the Spit into a hanger, as the work cannot be done outs

No dates in 2007 have been fixed, but i tds go
Museumdés responsibil ity bhoobegnablenctdosohe aircraft,
Obituaries

Corporal Eric Trainer

Eric died following a road traffic accident, and his funeral was held at Well Church, in Bedale™on 1
November. Eric had left the Squadron in September, after serving for six years as COlpidaHis
widow, Dee, had also served with 609 (WR) Squadron. A good contingent from the Squadron attendec
service, and Brian Waite and Hugh Mulligan represented the Association.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

éééééeéceececeeeeeecee
Robert Norman Coombes

Robert died on 16June 2006, and was cremated at Wakefield Crematorium '8d@ge. He had been ill
for quite some time. Victor and Christine Titherington represented the Association atvibe. 34ctor had
publicised 609 Squadron in his local Trades Union magazine, back in 1951, and gained 8 recruits, inclu
Bob, and Peter Baines. Bob had been a National Service man, prior to that.

Victor remembered that Bob had certainly attended bnegt two Summer Camps in Malta. An amiable
and friendly man, Bob worked in Air Traffic Control alongside Pete Baines, and remained so ur
di sbandment in 1957. Bobds wife Doreen has bee
in recant years. She was with 3609 Squadron. Our belated sympathies to you, Doreen.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

eéeéeéeéeéeeceeéeéeé
740418 |/ 137305 Flightoflfibe Stteerwvaeemts Ge o

Born on 2% August 1917, Geoffrey Stevens joined the RAFVR on 5th July 1937 as pilot u/t 740418. F
was posted to No.13 Elementary Flying Training School at White Waltham and later at No.5 EFT
Hanworth before being posted to No.9 EFTS atvick.

Mobilised on 1st September 1939, Stevens was posted to No.8 Flying Training School at Woodley fc
Flying Instructors course. In November he was posted to No.3 Initial Training Wing at Hastings and
February 1940 was posted to No.15 FTS asleysouth for a Harvard course. Off Bugust he was posted

to No.6 OTU at Sutton Bridge for conversion to Hurricanes.

On 37" August 1940 he joined was posted to 151 Squadron at North Weald. The squadron was abot
move to RAF Digby for a rest and Séxs volunteered to stay in the south, being sent to 213 Squadron
Tangmere. He was shot down or"i@ctober in Hurricane V6866, crashing at Paupees Farm, just outsid
Ashford. A farm labourer helped him out, and he returned, unhurt, to his unit. Dhueilattle of Britain he
shared in the destruction of one German aircraft and damaged another.

In January 1941, 213 Squadron was posted to Abu Sueir in Egypt, but Stevens remained on the staff at
Castletown in Scotland. He was later posted to NoshyAAir Co-Operation Unit at Western Zoyland
before moving to No.2 AACU at Aberporth. In September 1942 he was posted to No.59 OTU

at Millfield as a Flying Instructor.

Warrant Officer Stevens joined 609 at Manston under S/Ldr Beamont"oNd8mber 192 from 213
Squadron, with about 300 hours on Hurricanes. Geoff held Bee Beamont in very high regard. Thougt
subsequently spoke little of his wartime experiences to his daughter, Jo, she did manage to elicit from
t hat he fAenj oy eadd rdalydiked flyirg) the Typhoon.®On 2B&\vember 1942 he became
lost, having encountered mist whilst flying a new Typhoon, and made a belly landing in a
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clover field south of Sittingbourne, with only minor damage to the aircraft. He was Commissioned
January / February 1943, being posted to Jemappes in North AfriéaAprill joining 253 Squadron.

He was promoted to the rank of Flight Lieutenant, and appofdtgtit Commander of A Flight. Stevens
assumed command of 87 Squadron in Italy in September 1943, but was posted away in July 1944, goil
Egypt in October and eventually assuming command of the Fighter Affiliation Flight at Abu Sueir. Whil
there, he me and married, his wife June.

He returned to England in December 1945, and was released from the RAF, but then rejoined, and
posted to No.6 OCTU at Keevil in March 194i8e served most of his post war years in Air Traffic Control,
enjoying three tots in Germany, including one at the Air Safety Centre in Berlin. Here he worked alongsic
Russian, US and French air force officers. His war service, involving the crash landings and a bale out,
him with a bad back, and other injuries. He was invadlidet of the RAF on 4th May 1968 with the rank of
Flight Lieutenant.

Geoff died of heart failure on f7April 2006. He is survived by his wife June, three children (one being Jc
Oddie, who helped greatly with this appreciation), 10 grandchildren, andreaegrandchild. Jo tells me
that Dad gave his flying jackets to her two daughters, when they both qualified for their Private Pils
Licences. Jo had commissioned artist Ge §bithdayut
in 2007. Sad}, two days after arranging this, her father went into hospital for the last time.

Thanks, once again, to Mark Crame, for many details of Geoff, and the photogrfaghs

éééeéeéceececeeececeeceeeece.
Lieutenant General Aviateur Armand Crekillie

Flying Officer Armand Crekillie joined 609 (WR) Squadron onSeptember 1944, and flew 98 sorties
with the Squadron. He officially left on®'10ctober 1945, though the Squadron ceased to exist Bn 19
September. His death in @s8d was announced on™lOctober 2006.

Armand Crekillie was born on #50ctober 1921. He gained a Degree in Scientific Humanities at the Roye
Athenaeum in Ostend. By May 1940, he was in the UK, and was drafted into the Belgian Armed Force
GB in Fé 1941. He became a Sergeant Pilot in July 43, and was commissioned on 29 October. Promc
to Flying Officer followed in 29 April 44, then to FI/Lt on 29 Oct 45.

After the war, ACricko served with 349 Soqadadr c
Captain Aviateur in Dec 47, taking the Officers Oath on 28 July 48. He became CO BAF N° 2 Squadro
Wing, at Florennes, in 1951. As a Lt. Kol. Aviateur, he became Base Commander in October 19
Promotion to LtGen Aviateur followed on 15 Marc®I2, and he was made Chief of General Staff of the
Armed Forces, a post he held until 1 Nov 1979. Armand was the President of the NATO Milita
Committee from 1975 to 1976.

oi X de Guerr elaCdrérde imhOELC
eopold 11 in April 53, rising t

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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General Information

Keith and Kathleen Gurney have looked after the fgily grave of Flt/Lt Pip Barran, who was killed on1.1
July 1940. Because the work was getting too much for them, friend Peter Pettie, who lives opposite
cemetery, lent a hand, as does John Larder of the Battle of Britain Historical Society. st the lyears,

fl owers have appeared on the grave in the autu
from fAiThe Officers and Cadets of 168 Squadron
nice story.

The Barranfamiiy grave is in Lawnswood Cemetery, Leeds
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Leedso ATC has made a point of identifying RAF
and maintained at least once a year. F/Lt Neil Foster is BCAT&, but he told me that it was actually
Martin Briggs who was i/c the project. | had a talk with Martin, who hopes in time to get me some pictu
and a short story about the project. Once the grave has been tidied, a wreath or flowers are laighrand a
graveside homage is paid. Prayers are said, and The Exhortation is given. The Cadets look after se
graves in the area, and they asked i f | knew o
but others out there might. Contacalin on 0774 333 1523 if you do.

Martin knew of 609 and its history, hence his interest. He also knew Tom Webb, who was an airman \
609 up to Spitfire times, so he must have been avareman. Any stories or knowledge about him out
there? Martin als&knew Darkie Hanson very well, and remembered when the RAF Museum at Hend:
asked Darkie to confirm the correct colour scheme for their Spitfire and Meteor Mk7.

A nice story about a smashing group of people. Thank you Martin, and your cadets, parficutaiyeith
and Kathleen Gurney, who are delighted that Pip will continue to be cared for, and remembered.

Jim Earnshaw has been in hospital recently, having problems with a very wheezy chest. Sadly, pc
Margaret is none too well either. Chin up, andt lbéshes to both of you.

Jim Thompson amused me (as usual when he calls!) by recalling his presentation of the James Thom
Memorial Trophy, to the OC 609 (WR) Squadron, Squadron Leader Hilary ViRtlpot. This took place

at the August Rededicationeeting at Elvington (see separate article). He claims that it was the first time
the known history of the RAF that an airman had kissed a Commanding Officer!

Maurice Voaset ol d me that hedd had a surprise twnsnot o
less thanCh ar | es A P u dHis sOmr lad brought Charles from his home in Laurencekirk,
Kincardineshire. He was in good form; much appreciated the Room, in its new guise, and asked aftel
friends and comrades. Charles was aypgge membeo f 609, but he i sndét | i s
Dinneron1®February 1937, so would have joined in 6

Danby Barber is very tolerant of me. | persist in calling him Danny, which is wrong, and then wrote in th
August Newsletter thath was an ori gi nal AA Flighto member.
| ate August, saying that he was AB Flighto. Da
at that First Annual Di nner elsdvenitihsit you avere pear? Ibrmeghti n
be safer!

AiSpitfire Pil othasbdeyrepdidisheddy Geeerthitt Rooksw.greenhillbooks.conor c/o
Lionel Leventhal Ltd., Park House, 1 Russell GardfensLondon NW11 9NN.MrsDa\
Rosemary Loydhas been a prime mover in this. She has added a preface, and our Pr&¥ibkeSandy
Hunter, has written an introduction to the Squadron, after her piece. Rosemary has kept faithfully to
original text, and has used the original photographs, with their abbreviated names (as required by the ce
in 1941). What is really good is the inclusion of some extra family photographs, and some fresh one
David during his time with 609. | have two ISBNmbers for this excellent book: ISBN3 9781-85367
7144 and ISBN10 1-85367714-0.

Sir Joe Atkinsonhas one of his ACompany Carso on di sdpl 8
with the curators show that thedpitfire 1 X4590was flown by him a three occasions. These weré 23
December 1940, 16507.00, 27 Dec 13.2514.25, 28 Dec 16.4517.05. These days, it is dark by 16.30 in
mid-December , and | was thinking AHow heroic of
double Surtmer Time during the war! Meanwhikepitfire 1a R6915,0n display at the IWM at Lambeth, is
another ex609 Spitfire. At least 13 pilots from 609 flew her, including my father. It gave me much food fc
thought, as | stood looking down into its cockpit, whenefather once sat, and fought, back in the summer
of 1940.

Jim Earnshaw and Mark Cramepr i vat el y published fiThe RAF WW1
P Beamonto | ast autumn, and the book received


http://www.greenhillbooks.com/
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magazine. Thisis a quality production in every sense of the word. Copiously illustrated, and wit
annotations beneath the reprinted extracts fro
experiences. The title makes it clear that the prel postwar periods are not covered in any great detalil,
but it nevertheless covers 304 pages in hardback, A4 size, so you get a lot of book for your £25. Seel
ISBN 0-95531010-5, or contact them direct. Jim is 01423 884366Mal James.Earnshaw@btinternet.com.
Mark is 01502 516936;mail: snapper35@hotmail.com

A few people have suggested emailing this newslett&¥as it all text, it would be easy. The pictures make
the thing far too big, even for a broadband connection. With the increased cost of postagenpting to
try, but I think that I would clog up peopl ebd
cannot be included alongside the appropriate text, it is because even a single dot of colour makes it cos
a sheet to print, whereatabk and white is 7p.

Hugh Mulligan has mailedrhe Typhoon Reunioninformation separately. What you will not know is that
Air Vice Marshal AFC Hunter agreed to be the Patron of the Typhoon Entente Cordiale Fund. We hoj
that it works well, Sandy. Oh, artiat you and Wilma can get free tickets, too! The Chairman of the
Typhoon and Tempest Associatiddavid Ince, contacted us, and we provided the names of all of our
Typhoon pilots. He issued individual letters on their behalves, which we then distribiedelgian
Committee will contact their pilots in addition, and will help if they need transport.

Brian Teall met for the first time at the Yeadon St
his background. He met his wife Joyce in 1946] Hrey were married the next year. They celebrate their
Golden Wedding on 21June 2007. Hope that you are saving for the ring, Brian!

Anyway, he was based at Yeadon as a driving instructor. His mate was initially posted to Yeadon, bu
Brian was borrin the town, the two of them did a swap. A year later, and the Squadron moved to Chul
Fenton. Whilst still a nipper, he had to deliver groceries to RAF Yeadon. In 1936 or 37, he once cyc
straight between the Officers and the airmen whilst they werpanade! The Station Cook told him that

hedd never be all owed back on the base for tha

Brian joined the RAF in 1942, left in 46, rejoined in 47, and finally quit in 1952. He went initially to Sout
Africa, then moving to the MT section at Dum Dum. Heeefirst met Victor Titherington, whilst both were

i n Calcutt a, and as wusual without any money. )
enough, and hang on the back, without payi tha.
the first | ot were dirty. Then theyo6d sneak i
afterwards return to the camp, by bus, as they

Brian recollected a strike by some personnel inthe RARdIndbt record when that

postwar in the Far East, repatriation to England was being promised but never delivered, and mutiny
sort broke out. Brian wanted to get home, so kept working. He found that his ration truck was threeonly
left on the base that worked, for the strikers had removed the gear levers from all the rest. Once back |

in the UK, he was based at Ruf fort h, i n charge
used a jeep fitted with a PTO saw. Ngh he was sawing up logs for firewood, he was guarded by &
contingent of Pol es. Heéd been warned not t o

Germans, as the Poles simply wanted an excuse to shoot the lot of them.

Tony Houghton, whose sns Harry and Scott have sat in, and pressed the buttons of, various jets at Sumi
Reunions at Leeming, reported that 609 has turned up in an unlikely place. Scott has a new computer ¢
Il tds calliddwinEmpi t e moder n gaoebasgdoyer seveialcdnturies The
WW2 bit contains Spitfires, and, when one i s s
get everywhere!

| am indebted taMr Phil Plumtree beside whom | was standing, in the Spitfire Restaurant gaatéhe
Goodwood Revival Meetingin September. | was watching eight Spitfires preparing to take off, formate
then over fly the race meeting, and | had left my cameras at home. Phil was brandishing a Canon digital
alenslong enoughto pokeintotn&ar s of people two rows in front



Service of Riedication at the Yorkshire Air Museum, Elvington, 26 th August 2006
bR, ¢

Yorkshire Air Museum Chapel Altar Kneelers, 6098s t

Sgt Bernie Janion, FIt/gt Tec Pierce (acting W/O) P/O Alfie Hall, Reverend Norneas Betrymnanipeepar t he S
Sgt lan Mackie, SAC Dave Lacy (Orderly) outside the Chapel n the Altar Colour upo

P/ O Alfie Hall retires
Colour at the end of the Service

D= _-;—‘.-' ST NN “' Ly
Chairman Brian Waite gre'ets the guests, watched by Rev. Norman Berryman, President Sandy Hunter and \fise. Nesioemt M:
Berryman then blesses the Room—chmtt:a!es it to theMory of Squadron members, both past and present

Prewar, Battle Of Britain, 1421 new cabinets: Memorial Boards with Belgian and Royal Air Fidege dtayddbmandy, Victory in
Europe, 1948957 and into the jet age, reformati®88nriew 609, Operation Telic and the Gulf, new roles and training to the pres




A -4
lan Mackie views the Op. Telic prints, with the  Outgoing Chairman Maurice Voase receives Chairmaseanth® regi €0Cat I
Typhoon panel from®Rehind him his inscribed 609 plague from Brian Waite ties. Brian has since admitted to |

Jim introduces Sq Ldr Hilary Vithikndt, OC 609 (WR) Squadron, to the James Thompson Memoaorial Shield. Jim wanted the Sq
decide upon the cause that the Shield will commemorate on an. diireralibasism for the names of 22 recipients.

Keith Gurney counts his raffle tickets, as Dawn Gillott, Sandra and Andy Marsh, lan cAdlyDericlatpadperitia
Helen, Peter Pettie and Kathleelm wa Mackie and Al Parkes Cathy Pashby, Mrs and P
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3609: Ruth Gomersall, Ursula Ganahn, Danby Barber, Maurice Voase, i |dhgrapddhe short of it! orry ladies: Wil
Bernard Gomersall, Doreen Coombes, Marcia display a fine collection of medals Waite andiuatest Voase
Gadd; seated is Audrey Coulton

Alison and Dez Robinson with Pam and
Graham Carrol

Rene Thompson in the background, with Kathy
BellaaddslwrdpiGraham

Reliaxstliesnidindie Presid

i - =
Desmond Park who helped to rebuild the Roaiar nPamtot Micky, with the Esher Trophy  William still feels that he is the best
with Reunion chief organiser, Hugh Mulligan for overall $qaadronyeffic i n 195 4

OC 69 (WR) Squadron Sq/Ldr Hilary Vinc
Philpot with the Sc

SAC Pete Wilson -@meink sizel), SAC D

Lacy (Orderly), LAC Dawn Gillott, Sgt Bern

(Escort), the OC, P/O Alfie Hall (Colour |

F/Sgt Tec Piercetifags W/O) and Sgt lan Mac

(Escort). Spitfire-RRR6690 replica stands
behind them

Hank Russdliglkds 19/
check contrasts with the modern
)_’_ pilot at Goodwood in 2006.

Sid Waterson &
Crowther (glasses) at a reunio
1968. Charles approved of the
Squadron Room this summer.
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Norman Dobell, Derick Weatherill, Eva Dobell Jean and Ken Hobbsnette Peters with friends Alma Ragso
and Cathy Pashby Rosemary Metalf

Brian Teal, Sanbfarsden, Peter Price, Victor Desmond Park guards WilliansaloKeitk an&athleen Gurney, no raffle wins again
Titherington and Jack Preston (Reg. RAF) oucouldhave had mBboitled r



